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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-13 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. Claim 10 recites the limitation "identifying indicia". Claim 10 is dependent upon claim 
9. However, there is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. There is no 
explicitly stated "identifying indicia" in claim 9. Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Angles (5,933,81 
Claim 1, 7, 9: Angles discloses a method, system for authenticating the distribution of an 

advertisement for data and a request for the data in response to the advertisement on a network 
having at least one user computer and one provider computer, wherein the response to the 
advertisement is preceded by the distribution of the advertisement to the user computer from an 
advertiser, comprising: 
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creating a confirmation code upon the transmission of the advertisement to the user 
computer; wherein the confirmation code comprises a first user code (col 3, lines 17-29; col 8, 
lines 8-16); 

associating the confirmation code with the advertisement (col 19, lines 7-11); 

transmitting a request from the user computer for the data identified in the advertisement 
to the provider computer (col 20, lines 16-26); 

transmitting a second user information piece generated by the transmission protocols to 
the provider computer (col 20, lines 47-57; col 7, lines 10-42); 

transmitting the confirmation code to the provider computer (col 8, lines 7-15); 

determining the authenticity of the data request from the user (col 22, lines 41-50). 

Angles further discloses a data interface (col 3, lines 24-30; col 20, lines 16-26). 

Additionally, the above features are disclosed in the Figures (Fig. 1, Fig. 4, Fig. 7, Fig. 

ii). 

Angles further discloses preassigning a content provider code (col 3, lines 30-40) and 
uniquely identifying an advertiser (col 21, lines 5-25; col 25, lines 5-8). 

Angles does not explicitly disclose that the second user information piece are codes. 

However, Angles discloses that the second user information is categorized and grouped 
(col 20, lines 53-60) and Angles discloses utilizing codes (col 3, lines 23-26). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made that Angles 's information that is to be grouped and categorized can be in 
the form of codes. One would have been motivated to do this in order to provide the information 
in a form that is easily transmittable and easily grouped or categorized. 
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Claim 2, 10: Angles discloses a method as claimed in claim 9, wherein determining the 
authenticity of the data request further comprises comparing a portion of the identifying indicia 
and the second user code (col 22, lines 41-50; col 20, lines 47-57; col 1 1, lines 1 1-25). 

Claim 3,11: Angles discloses a method as claimed in claim 9. 

Angles does not explicitly disclose an advertiser code. 

However, Angles discloses a content provider code (col 3, lines 30-40) and uniquely 
identifying an advertiser (col 21, lines 5-25; col 25, lines 5-8). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add Angle's identity identifying codes to Angle's uniquely identifying 
and advertiser. One would have been motivated to do this in order to provide an effective way to 
uniquely identify an advertiser. 

Claim 4, 12: Angles discloses a method as claimed in 1 1, wherein the creating of a 
confirmation code comprises dynamically generating the first user code and combining the first 
user code and advertiser code (col 19, lines 1-11). 

Claim 5: Angles discloses a method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the user computer and 
provider computers operate in accordance with transmission protocols, and further comprising 
dynamically generating the second user code via the transmission protocols (col 7, lines 10-42; 
col 22, lines 41-50; col 20, lines 47-57; col 1 1, lines 1 1-25). 

Claim 6, 8: Angles discloses a method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising: 

comparing, on the provider computer, a portion of the identifying indicia with the second 
user code to determine a degree of match; and 
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providing, from the provider computer, information regarding the degree of match 
determined by comparing the portion of the identifying indicia and second user code (col 22, 
lines 41-50; col 20, lines 47-57; col 1 1, lines 1 1-25; col 1 1, lines 20-25). 

Claim 13: Angles discloses a method as claimed in 1 1, further comprising storing the 
advertiser code in a database in association with the advertiser (col 21, lines 5-25). 

Conclusion 

The following prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

a. Bezos (6,029,141) discloses sending codes for identifying users and advertisers; 

b. Fortenberry (6,101,485) discloses sending codes for identifying users and advertisers; 

c. Smith (6,018,748) discloses sending codes for identifying users and advertisers. 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Arthur Duran whose telephone number is (703)305-4687. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon- Fri, 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (703)305-8469. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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